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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

 

1.1 Purpose & Planning Period 
The Trinity Municipal Plan is Council’s comprehensive policy document for the management 

of growth and development within the municipal planning area over the ten year period from 

2012 to 2022. The Plan repeals and replaces the Town of Trinity Municipal Plan 1993-2003. 

 

The Plan sets out policies for the management of development in the community. Through 

the Plan, Council aims to protect the historic character and built form of Trinity’s townscape, 

promote the health and safety of residents, support the local economy and protect the 

environment through the efficient utilization of land, water and other resources.  

 

The Municipal Plan sets the vision, goals and objectives for community development and 

includes written policies and the Future Land Use Map. Development Regulations 

implement Town policies through specific 

standards and requirements that ensure land is 

controlled and managed in accordance with the 

Plan. 

 

1.2  Planning Area 
The map to the right shows the Municipal and 

Planning Area boundaries for the Town of Trinity. 

The Town exercises control over development in 

the Planning Area which extends beyond the 

political/taxed Municipal Boundary to include the 

Town’s drinking water supply at Indian Pond and 

adjacent rural areas. 
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1.3 Plan Preparation & Public Consultation Process  
The current Trinity Municipal Plan and Development Regulations were prepared by the 

Urban and Rural Planning Division, Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs, and 

approved in 1993. This Municipal Plan reflects a 2011 review of the 1993 Plan, subsequent 

amendments and other relevant planning documents.  

 

The Trinity Municipal Plan review process was undertaken in accordance with the Urban 

and Rural Planning Act, 2000. Relevant planning issues have been reviewed including a 

review of current land use, demographic and economic data. The Municipal Plan takes into 

consideration, and incorporates where appropriate, the recommendations set out in the 

Collaborative Integrated Community Sustainability Plan for the Towns of Trinity, Port 

Rexton, Trinity Bay North, Little Catalina and Elliston (2010).  

 

The residents of Trinity were also consulted and given the opportunity to provide feedback 

to the Plan review process. On March 10, 2011, a public meeting was held in Trinity at the 

Lester Garland House. An additional public meeting was held in St. John’s on June 2nd to 

accommodate Trinity property owners whose primary residence is in the St. John’s area. 

Meeting notices were emailed, printed and distributed to residents and property owners that 

included information about the Plan review process. The public meeting in Trinity was 

advertised in the Telegram. An online survey available from May 17 - June 30, 2011 was 

created to gather input from residents and property owners about their municipal planning 

interests and concerns. The survey was advertised and distributed via the Town’s email list. 

Public input was incorporated into the analysis of land use and development issues and 

formulation of Plan policy. A summary report is included in Appendix C. 

 

The consultation process also included contact with various government agencies and other 

relevant organizations. 

 

1.4 Approval Process 
When the Municipal Plan is formally adopted by resolution of Council under Section 16 (1) of 

the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000, Council gives notice of a public hearing on the 

Municipal Plan. At the public hearing the Commissioner appointed by the Council will hear 

objections and representations, and will then write a report to Council together with copies of 

all submissions taken at the hearing. 
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After the Commissioner's report has been submitted, Council considers the 

recommendations and may approve the Plan, or approve it with changes recommended by 

the Commissioner. Council then submits the Municipal Plan and accompanying 

Development Regulations to the Minister of Municipal Affairs to be registered in a planning 

registry established in the Department. The Plan comes into effect on the date notice of its 

registration is published in the Newfoundland Gazette. 

 

When the Municipal Plan comes into effect it is binding upon Council and upon all other 

persons, corporations and organizations.  

 

1.5 Implementing the Plan 
When a Municipal Plan comes into effect, Council is required to prepare regulations for the 

control of the use of land in the form of Development Regulations. These regulations are 

prepared and approved at the same time as the Municipal Plan, and like the Plan, may be 

amended at any time to include new land uses and specific regulations to guide 

development within the Planning Area.  

 

Day-to-day administration of the Municipal Plan and Development Regulations will be 

conducted by staff members authorized by Council, to issue permits for developments 

approved by Council. Staff also make recommendations to Council on matters pertaining to 

development in accordance with the Municipal Plan and enforce the regulations. 

 

1.6 Reviewing and Amending the Plan 
Under the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000 Council must review the Plan every five 

years from the date on which it comes into effect, and if necessary, revise it to reflect 

changes in the community that can be foreseen during the next 10-year period. The Plan 

may be amended as necessary prior to the five-year review in response to new 

development proposals, changed policies, or community priorities. Such amendments must 

follow the process outlined in Sections 14 to 24 of the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000.  

 

1.7 Interpretation 
In this Municipal Plan: 

“Council” shall mean the Council of the Town of Trinity. 

“Development Regulations” shall mean the Trinity Land Use Zoning, Subdivision and 

Advertisement Regulations. 

“Municipal Planning Area” shall mean the Trinity Municipal Planning Area. 

“the Plan” shall mean the Trinity Municipal Plan 


